In what circumstances does Baptism take place?
 In the Presbyterian Church in Ireland it is necessary that the
person in question professes faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and
Lord.
 The person in question ought to show that they are living life in
light of that profession in a credible way.
 That in most cases they are regular in attend at church.
 The baptism is in most cases conducted at a church service in the
presence of the congregation as a public act.
 Baptism is to be conducted once only for any individual.
When a person is therefore baptised, he or she becomes part
of the bigger family of the Presbyterian Church.

Why we believe that baptism is important in the Christian Life
We are a covenant community
When God made a covenant with Abraham, the father of all
believers, he said,

“I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me
and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come,
to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.” (Gen
17:7).
This covenant was based on an earlier promise God made to Abraham,
namely,
 To make of Abraham a great nation and that all peoples on earth
would be blessed through him.
 To make Abraham a father of many nations (Gen 12:1-3; 17:2-9)
Circumcision was to be the permanent sign of this everlasting
covenant with Abraham.
A biblical covenant is an agreement found in the Bible between God
and His people. In this case, God took the initiative to choose Abraham
and his descendants. He made promises to them, namely to be their
God. He promised to be their God and they should be His people

Vows
As the person in question is asked to make vows before God and in
front of the congregation, the congregation herself makes a vow
of responsibility to those belonging to her.
The Minister will ask, “According to the Lord's command, this

person is now received into the holy catholic church, and is
engaged to be Christ's faithful servant and friend to his/her life's
end. Do you now receive this person into this Church, promise to
pray for him/her as they move forward in their faith, maintain the
shared life of worship, and help to care for them and all the
members of this Church as brothers and sisters in Christ, so that
as a church we may come to deeper knowledge of God, love and
serve Christ through the power of his Spirit?”
The vows of the person being baptised
1. Do you believe and trust in God as your Father, in Christ

as your Saviour and Lord, and in the Holy Spirit as your
Comforter and Helper?
2. Do you acknowledge that you were born in sin and
therefore subject to condemnation itself, and are in need
of the cleansing blood of Jesus Christ, and the renewing
grace of the Holy Spirit?
3. As you desire to be grafted into Christ as a member of
his body, the Church, do you receive the teaching of the
faith which we confess in the Apostles' Creed?
4. In presenting yourself for baptism into this Faith, do you
promise in humble reliance upon God’s grace
 to seek to learn and live out the truths and duties of the
Christian faith:
 to enter fully into the church and her life and witness in
the world:
 to live for Christ through personal prayer and Bible study

